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EDJITORIAL
THE PATHOLOGIST'S ROLE IN MEDICAL CARE

From the early 1imes ol Modern Medicine. pathologists have always played a central role in patient
care and wcademic medicine. Although there have been periods of decline and stagnation,
pathology hias alwavs been able to regain « prominent position in the frontiers of Medicine. In
recent times, the oaplosive advances in technology in the laboratory-based sciences have been
partly responsibile f¢ putting pathology again in the forefront. However, we should not lose sight
of the tact that i hus fargely been the searching and independent attitude that pathologists take
iowards medical science and progress that has given pathology its enviable reputation through
the ages. Because he has a feeler in every discipline of Medicine, the pathologist is an invaluable
membey ol ot maciicad and research reams. Because his training and profession requires him to
take an unbiased b mdependent view of what goes on in a medical practice, the pathologist
has an mreplacenbic role as a “medical wuditer.” This is one of the governing influences on the
pathologist's posivog in tissue commitrecs, autopsies and clinicopathological discussions.

Voday, pathobeasis also ke the lead in computerisation of medical services and in the
dovelopment of salery guidelines for miedical and health statf. In addition, with the rapid changes
in the mcdical practices, social conditons and lifestyles of society today, the pathologist has
to e even more aled m his role as “warchdog” of the medical profession, for the emergence
ol new Tdiseases T owhether datrogenic or otherwise. These important matters are covered by
SYIIPOLL wriices 1 tus assue of the feurnal,

foomust be rwrreo emphasised that the declining rate of autopsies, in Malaysia and worldwide,
o eduse tor coneern We must ask why this very important means of quality assurance in medical
practice s falling wmto detavour. Have clinicians been lulled into a false sense of security by the
huge armuisentariva: of mvestigative tests and procedures at their beck and call? Are they fearful
of the rath? Shouid sot s ddager alse be pointed at the pathologist: are clinicians today
disitfusioned and (rustrated by poor quality and uninformative autopsies? Perhaps we should also
ok at ourselves aind ask how beso we won tulfill what is expected of us.
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